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By Orr Kelly 

Washington Star Staff Writer H 
Sam Giancana was prob 
ably killed by someone with 
5 nersortal grudge who was 
zarefut to get prior Shae 
ince from mob leaders, ac- 
zording to a Justice Depart- 

aoe official. 
eter F. Vaira, head of 
us eros s Organized Crime) 
trike Force in Chicago, 
sized up the slaying yester-! 
day in a telephone inter- 

“18We 

Giancana, the 63- -year-old | 
“ormer gang leader, wasi 
shor six times with a .22-| 
caliber gun Thursday night | 
n the basement of his one 
Dark, Tl. home. 
Giancana’s murder came} 
ustas staff members of the; 
anate select intelligence | 
somimittee were consider- 
na questioning hirnm about 
- sports that he had been in-! 
-olved with the Central} 
“nielligence Agency in an 
issassination plot fen 


+ 
4 
5 


at Cuban Premier Fidel” 


Tastro. . 

Sen. John Tower, R-Tex., 
he committee vice chair- 
-nan, said the panel had not! 
tecided whether to call. 


Glanecana as a witness. 


“OF COURSE, now the} 
matter is quite moot,’’! 
Tower said. 

“We have decided it was! 


10t an official gang-typei 


xilling,” Vaira said. ‘‘But! 
20 doubt the person w ho did: 
had to get permission." ! 

The major reason Vairaj 
aas concluded that the slay-! 
uz was mot aa ‘official’! 


~uirdee is tha way Gianca-! 
Chicazo sivie is co: 


nuniliate the person. They’! 
stow him away. Usually,! 
'3 a shotgun in the face a" 
“aied said. i 

In Decermber of 1973, he! 
roted, an old associate of; 
THancana’s was gunned| 
Sown in a Chicaszo restau-| 
at. A shotzain blast struck} 
sun in the face, and it was‘ 
rours before police even! 
ound out he was Richard: 


‘profile. No quarrels,’’ Vaira 


Cain, a former Chicago vice] _ 
detective who had joined: 
the mob. 

“They got him with | 
shotgun, shot his head off, a 


Vaira said. ‘We heard ine. 
was trying to get hits o: a 
thing going, double-crossing 

the, mob.” 


IN THAT CASE » Vairal. 
said, Giancana — even; 
though he had been a close! 
associate of Cain’s — would ' 
have to have given his ap-| 
proval for the slaying. | 

In addition to the style of | 
the slaying, Vaira said: 
several other factors con- | 
vinced him it was not an! 
offictal mob killing. 


“Te had been back here a 
year or so from Mexico 
(where he had beervin exile 
until expelled by the Mexi- | 
can government), but he} 
had not tried to pash his ; 
way back in. tle had a low! 


said. ' 

“We had had him before 
theerand jury four or five | 
times, but he was just Biv-} 


ing us junk. To give you ani, 
idea of the kind of garbage‘. 


he was giving us, we were | 
thinking of indicting him for: 


erjury. He wasn’t hurting!” : 
Latdjanté i “, «day that he may balk at 


anyone and they knewit. 3 
: LJ 4 


“Sam was kind of vicious . 


and he played around 
always had some 


one with a personal mo 
tive,’ Vaira said. 


‘“TITERE 15 ALSO a possi- 
bility, discounted by Vaira, 
that someone found Gianca- 
nia's door onen because of 
the warm evening, simply 
watked in off the street and 
shot Him. 


“You don'e walk in off the 
street so Sam Giancana’s,”’ 
Vaira said. “This was 
someone he knew — a re- 
venge killing.” 


Even though the killing 
does not appear to have 
been an official mob execu- 
tion, it was a coldly profes- 
sional job. 


Giancana was shot five 
times in the neck and once 
in the mouth. A spokesman 
for the Oak Park police said 
the gun was fired upward, 


pirl . 
friends. { think it was some-- tm 


Tower $s 
Senate committee tras * 
ter sources of information 
wn Mr. Gianeana.”” 
3nt then he added, with 
careful understatement: 
“The commitree nores with 


said fe “elt the + 
“Det | 


interest that Mr. Giancana — 


was done away with.” 
Vaira said the 
force lawyers had never 


‘been asked to cheek Gian- 


cana’s possible involveraent 
swith the CLA and ne had not 
been questioned on that 
subject. 


strike | 


Vincent L. Inserra, head | 


of the RBI's 
crime squad in Chicago, 
said Glancana had been 
under investigation a3 parr 
of the probe of racket ac- 
tivities Since 1957. But he 
said the murder at this 
point appeared to be a 


: vielatton of local rather 


direciing the bullets into the ~ 
victim's brain, The gun was - 


rtot found, but six .22-calib- 
er shelis were scattered on 
the floor. 


The murder may also de- 


prive the Senate committee - 
of the cooperation of John ~ 
Roselii, a Giancana Heuten- | 
ant who reportediy was to — 
catry out the plot against - 


Castro. 


ROSEL LI, WHO was 
scheduled to appear before 
the commitize 
tuld Washington Star Staff 
Writer Morris Siegel yester- 


Tuesday, | 


testifyinz bacause of Gian- : 


* cana’s killing. 


’ 


than federal laws and the 
bureau was not actively in- 
volved in investigating the 
slaying, 


orzantized | 


EN HIS 50-YEAR crime: 


caveer, Giancana rose from 
common car thief to the 
noparent safety ef his re- 
cent roJe a3 a retired mob 


lag 


Aer, 


wr 


During World War fi, the 
dratt board labeled nim “a 
constitot tonal 


psyconopaty 
with an inadequate person- 
ality.’ 

They reportedly vased 


his 41" classtfication on the . 


answer he gave when he 
was asked what he did fora 


hivirtss. 
“fF  steal,’’ Giancana 


replied. 
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